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MEDIA RELEASE
May 19, 1988
RAY L. HART NAMED DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR AT UM 
MISSOULA —
Ray L. Hart, professor of religious studies at the 
University of Montana, will receive the $1,000 Distinguished 
Scholar Award May 31 at a university awards banquet.
The University of Research and Creative Activities Committee 
selected Hart as distinguished scholar based on his scholarly 
activities, contributions and publications as well as his 
guidance of graduate students, honors and awards, and letters of 
support from associates.
Hart came to UM as professor and chairman of religious 
studies when the department was established in 1969. He served 
as department chairman for five years and resumed the position 
in 1986. In addition to teaching at UM, he has served on 
numerous curriculum and advisory committees.
In 1976 he received UM's Award for Scholarly Merit of 
National and International Distinction. During his years at UM 
he has received several fellowships and grants.
Since 1984 Hart has directed a $180,000 research and 
publications project for the 75th anniversary of the American 
Academy of Religion. He has served on the board of directors and 
executive committee for the American Academy of Religion since
more
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1969. He is also a member of the International Council of 
Religion's executive committee for planning the Centennial 
Congress of World Religions in 1993.
Hart has written and edited numerous articles, essays and 
chapters for books about the study of religions. He is an author 
of The Critique of Modernity: Theological Reflections on
Contemporary Culture, and he also wrote Unfinished Man and the 
Imagination.
Before coming to UM, Hart was an associate professor at The 
Divinity School of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn. He 
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